STATE OF CAL=ORNIA—HEALTH AND WELFARE AGENCY éz’ /—' GEORGE DEUKMELAN, Governor

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH SERVICES

7i4/742 P STREEY
53 7RAMENTO Ca ©5B14 7T

TO: &All County Welfare Directors Letter No.: 86-<7
All County Administrative Officers

SUBJECT: LYNCH V. RANK (PICKLE) TICKLER SYSTEM

This is to notify all County Welfare Departments (CWDs) of the
planned implementation of the statewide automated Pickle Tickler
Systemn. .

Background Ty .

Under the terms of the 1983 Permanent Injunction issued by the
U.S. District Court in the Lynch v. Rank case, all CWDs were
reguired to develop and maintain a tickler system to allow for
future notification of all potential Pickle eligibles. This
county tickler system must contain the names and current
addresses of any aged, blind or disabled medically needy person
with Title II income who is determined by the CWD to be poten-
tially Pickle eligible. See attached All County Welfare
Directors Letter (ACWDL) No. 83-74 for specific details.

The injunction further required that after CWDs had correctly ,
identified the potentially eligible population, the Department of
Health Services (DHS) would use the CWD information to prepare a

statewide automated Pickle Tickler System.

Description

The automated PicKle Tickler System is designed to accomplish the
following:

o Establish a permanent means of identifying and tracking the
status of those individuals who are potentially Pickle eli-
gible via a Pickle Tickler cecde on the Medi-Cal Eligibility
Data System (MEDS) database.

o Provide the means to select all appropriate records from the
MEDS database to provide the counties with a listing of all
individuals who must be contacted each year at the time of
the annual, Soclal Security Retirement, Survivors Disability
Insurance (RSDI) cost of living increase, (COLA).
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© Provide the CWDs with the means to update the Pickle Tickler
status and related information as needed, on an ongoing
basis. For example, beneficiaries who request, in writing,
that their names be removed from the list of those receiving
nctices can be coded with a status of "2, Beneficiary has
reguested not to be contacted. These individuals will
remain in a Pickle Tickler status on ME_3 but their names
will be excluded from the annual listings sent to the
counties.

This system must be in place by December 31, 1986 in order to
comply with the requirements of the Lynch v. Rank Court Order.
The following action is necessary to accomplish this.

County Actien

-

Effective immediatiely, counties must begin preparations to .
provide this Department with the records of those individuals who
are currently in their county tickler system. The Department
plans to be able to accept and process this information beginning
December 1, 1986. CWDs will be able to submit this information
either via the batch/tape process or through online updates.

This information must be received no later than December 23,
1986,

To accomplish transmission of the data a new transaction, EWsO0,
is being developed. Attached is a copy of the batch specifica-
tions, the EW60 screen, and a description of the regquired and
optional data elements needed for this transaction. For the
initial load, all records should .be coded as Pickle type "p",
Potential Pickle Eligible per County. Also, to simplify county
programming for this initial load, CWDs that choose to submit the
information via batch input may code all records with a Pickle
status of "1", Beneficiary is a Potential Pickle Eligible.
Mcdifications to the Pickle status can then be submitted at a
later date, as needeqd.

With the implementation of this system, the Department will be
able to maintain all Pickle Tickler information on MEDS. Begin-
ning January 1988, the Department intends tc assume the responsi-
bility of mailing the notices to all potential Pickle eligibles.
Given the above, CWDs may wish to consider using batch input
transactions only for the initial loading of the Pickle status
information and then use online transactions for the ongoing
modification of Pickle status information.
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State Action

On January 2, 1987 the Department will mail CWDs a listing of all
individuals who must be contacted by the county. This listing
will contain the following information if available:

name
address

MEDS identification number
county identification number
district

eligibility worker code

case hame

sex

date of birth

cdate last regeived SSI

These individuals must have an eligibility redetermination
completed by February 1987. Depending upon the results of this
redetermination, the appropriate notice must be sent as stated in
ACWDL No. 83-=74.

Please contact Kristi Banion at (916) 324-~4961 if you have any
questions on Potential Pickle policy. Questions on the Pickle
Tickler system should be directed to your state MEDS liaison.

Sincerely,

Frank S. Martucci, chief
Medi-Cal Eligibility Branch

Attachments

cc: Medi-Cal Liaisons
Medi-Cal Program Consultants
MEDS Liaisons

Expiration Date: December 31, 1987
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iatecst recpensible county can uvpdate the Pickle Tickler stztus information.
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» DISTRICT, EW-CODE, and ADDRESS will update MEDS only if the MEDS
chase shoius HO pending or current active eligibility status.

2 , 28, or 65, the Pickle Tizkler =zitztus information will be sutomatically

o If a COLA termineted recipient is reporied eligible by the ccunty with an aid
g2 16 it
szt 1o indigzte that they &re a petentis! Fickle eligible. A sepzrate EWNSO is
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z REVISION DATZ: (09,3089
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CHAPTER & ~ COUNTY DNLIMNE PROCEDURES
EWG 0
DATA ELENMERTS ENTRY ACTICNS
t. CASE-NAME Dptioral. 17
Enter the case name using up to 1& aslpha’numeriec
characters.
2. DI3TRICT Cptional. i/
Enter county district code using up to 3
alphasnumeric chearacters.
3. EW-CODE Optional. 1/
Enter eligibility werker code using up to %
alphasnumeric characters.
t. COUNTY-ID: M Required. .
FER-MEDS Enter the full 14 digit county identification
number,  This number must be known to MEDRS. If the
MEDS reccrd shows eitiher a pending or current active
status, the county code must match MEDS. If a new
county code is entered in the HEW-COUNTY-ID COUNTY,
the COUNHTY-ID FER-MEDS must be in the federal format
tcounty-aid-%-55N with aid code 10, 20, or 60).
5. HMEDS-1ID Required.
Enter the 9 position MEDS-ID.
6. BIRTHDATE Reaquired.
Enter the birihdate in 7 digits in the format
HHMDDYYY. For example, May 2, 1306 is entered as
p502904.
7. PICKLE-STATUS Required. )
Enter the ' digit numeric code that identifies the
current status of a potential Pickle eligible.
t Beneficiary .15 a Potential Pickle Eligible
2 Beneficiary Has Reguested Ho!t To Be Contacted
3 Loss of €entactrsliherceabouts Urkneowmn
7 Beneficiery I3 NOT a Potentizl Pickle Eligible
{(Used to eliminate erronecus Pickle Tickler
information on MEDS)
9 Benefictary 15 Deceased
17 Will nmnot update 3if MEDS shous a pending or current active ststus.
REVISIOH HUITRIR: CHAMIEE C-ZLE 55 FEVISIONM DATE: 0S/30-/2¢
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CHEPTER 6 - COUNTY ONLINE PROCEDURES
EWSO
DaTA ELEMENTS ENTRY ACTIQONS
8. SSI-LAST-RECEIVED Cptional.
Enter @ 4 digit dzte in the fermat MMYY indicating
. the month and vear when the recipient last
received an :51/5SP payment. This field may be used
either to report informotion when there is no date
on MEDS or to correct an incorrect date on MEDS.
9. FICKLE-TYPE Optional.
Enter the 1 digit alpha code that identifies the
tvpe of potential Fickle eligibility. Required when
there s no existing Pickle Tickler information on
.. MEDRS. (Nete: DOther values are to be added later.)
P Potential Pickle Eligible per County
10, HEW-COUKRTY-ID: Optional.
COUNTY Enter the 2 digit code that identifies vour county.
This field is used only when a petential Pickle
eligible has moved and is not Medi-Cal eligible in
the new county., This field is used to update the
current county code on MEDS so that when the annual
Fickle Tickler report is prepared, the itnformation
1#1ill be sent to the mecst recent ecounty of residence.
When this field is entered, the COUNTY-ID PER-MEDS
must be o federal formst County ID {county-aid-9~55SH
with aid code 10, 20, or 602,
11, ADDRESS Cptionzl. 1/
If any part of the address is eniered, Line-2,
Citvs/State, and ZIP Gode are regquired.
LINE-T Enter care-of information, if needed, in 26 or less
alpha/numeric characters beginning with Cs/0.
LTHE-Z Enter the street address in 26 or less alphasnumeric
characters.
CI¥YrsSTATE Enter the city and state in 20 or less alphasnumeric
charecters.
ZIF-CODE Enter the 5 digit numsric ZIP Cocde.
frs Wal!l nat update 1§ N sheis 2 prending or current aiztive status,
REVIZICN MUTTER. ClNAT 55 REVISION PAfE: 0§/30/55
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USER Mawurl

CHAFTER & ~ COUNTY OKLINE PROCEDURES

EW6D

D&Y 4 ELEMENTS ENTRY ACTIONWS

t2. FHONE-NO HOT CURRENTLY AVAILABLE. This field will be made
avaitlable as an opticnal item cnce space has bBeen
gllocated for it on the MFDS databksse.

REVISICH DATE: 03730-36
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IGIBILITY DATA SYSTEM SECTION: 8.3.10 FAGE 61

CHAPTER 8 - CROUNTY BATCH PROCEDURES

EWLD

B8.3.10 ENAC - Modify Pickle Status Ii.fermztion

]
| The EUEC transection is used teo update Pickle Tickler status information far all
| potential Pickle eligibles and to update the =ddress and change current county

| information for inastive potential Pickle eligibles.

|

|

I

USAGEZ COMSIDERATIONS
| e

o It is anticipated that, on am ongoing basis, most counties will update Pickle
Fickler status information via online updates since Pickle Tickler informaticn
will ne lengz2r need to be maintained at the coudty level. For the initial
loeding of Pickle Tickler status information on sl] existing potential Pickle
eligibles, some counties may want to use batch input transaztions.

e If ihe recipient shows 2 pending er current active status on MEDS, only the
lztest responsible county can update the Pickle Tickler status infermation.
The county code in the EN60 County ID must match the latest responsible county
on the MEDS database.
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o CASE-NAME, DISTRICT, EN-CODE. and ADRDRESS will update MEDS only if the MEDRS

database shous NO pending or current active eligibility status.

Y6, 26, or $f, the Pickle Tickler status information will be automatically

o I+ & COLA terminated racipient is recperted eligible by the county with an aid
set to indicate that they are & potential Pickle eligible. A separate EWN60Q is
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neaded in this instance.
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MEDI-CHL ELIGIRBILITY DATA SYSTEM SECTION: 8.3.10 PAGE &2
USER MMl
CHAPTER & - CODUNTY BATCH PROCEDURES
Eil6
HEADEE® DATA ELEMEHNTS POSITICH LEHGTH COMMENTS
MELCS TRAMNS CODE 01 - ¢4 4 Fequired - 'EWE0Y.
PASSKIDRD 05 - 08 4 Regquired,
CREATION-DATE 0% - 13 5 Regquired.
Julian date formzt - YYDDD.
BATCK~-SEQUEMCE-NUMBER 14 - 1% 3 Required.
CONTINUATIOMN-SEG-HUM 17 1 Required.
MEDS-1D T S g Required.
COUNTY-ID 27 - 40 14 Required.
This number must be knowun to MEDS.
I1f the MEPS record shcws gither a
pending or current active stastus,
the county code musi match MEDS.
It 2 new ccocunty code is entered in
the HEW-COUNTY-ID COUNTY, the
header County ID must ke a federzl
format County ID {county-aid-9-55H
with aid code 10, 20, or 6063J.
BIRTHETATE s 41 =~ 4§47 ? Required.

Calendar date fermat - MMDDYYY.
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SECTION: B.3.10 FAGE 63

CHAPTER &

COUNTY BATCH FROCEDURES

DETA ELEMENTS

CASE-HAME

DISTRICT

EW-CCDE

PICKLE-STATUS

GS3I-LAST-RECEIVED

FICKLE-TYPE

HEW-COUNTY-TID:
COUNTY

ADDRESS:
LIMNE-1
LINE-2
CIIY/sSTATE

ZIP-CODE

FHOHE-NO

2 Will et

urdate ¥ METS

2010

t705

0175

e3ie
£315
0320
0325

cshoms a

Elis D

COMMENKTS

Optional. 1/

Optional. 1t/
Optional. 1/
Required.

Acceptable values are:

1 - Beneficiary is a Potential Pickle
Eligikle

2 - Beneficiary Has Requested Hot To Bé
Contacted

3 - Loss of Contact/Wherezbouts Unknowun

7 - Beneficiary IS HOT a Potentiel Pickle
Eligible (Usad to eliminate erroneocus
Pickle Tickler irfermation on MEDS)

9 - Beneficiary i1s Deceased

Optional,
Format is MMYY.

Optional, BUT Required en first updste.
Currentiy the onlv sccepiable value is:

P - Potential Fickle Eligible per County.

Optional.
Optional. 1/

I1{f any address fields are enterad, LINE-Z,
CITY/STATE, and ZIP-CODE are required.

Not Currently Available; to be =dded Ister.

mends. 2 or current active stzius.
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